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who we are

“... open minds and watchful eyes”
In our pursuit of excellence, we will continue to strive forward with
open minds and watchful eyes for inspiration and innovations that
will let our firm adapt and renew in an ever-changing environment.
Architecture that is practical, sustainable and thoughtful.
We believe in responsive and responsible architecture.

“... inspired and innovative design”
S2 is an established firm with a 20 year history of design
excellence. We are a full service architectural and interior design
firm with studios in Calgary and Edmonton, engaged in inspired
and innovative design.
Our work spans a broad range of building and project types and
the foundation of our success is deeply rooted in the delivery of
creative design solutions for our clients, our communities and the
environment.

“... energy and passion”
The firm is driven by a strong collective who bring their individual
talents and expertise to each project. Their combined experience
across all building types and sectors results in a solid, cohesive
and effective leadership team.
Our people are talented, motivated individuals who bring energy
and passion to our culture along with a collaborative spirit to our
work. S2 aspires to cultivating a fun and creative work environment
that encourages creativity, innovation and teamwork.

defining our communities
S2 is uniquely qualified to provide a full range of professional services. Our firm was
founded on the principles of collaboration, innovation and engagement. Our philosophy
is to deliver outstanding solutions that leave a lasting, positive mark on our user groups,
stakeholders and the community.
Our comprehensive portfolio of services offers clients a broad range of perspectives
resulting in a more collaborative and engaged approach. S2 fosters an environment of
collaboration and transparency, encouraging the involvement of all stakeholders throughout
the project design process. This results in strong consensus, maximizing the level of input.
Ultimately our goal is to design buildings that add vitality to streets, communities and
cityscapes. We practice architecture that is inspiring, sustainable and thoughtful — thus,
creating practical spaces with character and functionality that reinforce a community’s
identity and encourages activity and public engagement. S2 is driven by fundamental
principles that guide our work in order to achieve architectural excellence.

passion for design and holistic in approach
Design excellence can be seen and measured on a variety of levels; in the exploration and
creation of new or unusual building forms; the elaboration of the construction sciences
and materials use; the formulation of unique planning relationships and organizations;
or even the redefinition of a facility organizational model. Excellence is dependent on
what characterizes the design problem at hand and the architectural response to those
challenges. S2 fosters an environment of collaboration and transparency, encouraging the
involvement of all stakeholders throughout the project design process.
More than 85 percent of our work is made up of repeat clients whose ongoing commissions
are testimony to the effort we put into and the importance we place on client satisfaction
and exceptional client services.
In a world of increasing challenges in the way Canadians live, work and play, S2 is a strong
voice for innovative thinking and sustainable leadership – a discussion that benefits from
the collaboration of people with unique perspectives and skills.

design focused, driven by functionality
Through diligence and attention to detail, S2 has cultivated a refined expertise in the
design and construction of all variety of building types. We create inspirational designs and
programmes while taking a pragmatic approach to its execution. At S2, design and detailing
are critically reviewed in order to achieve a holistic, sustainable design that is efficient from
a programming, operating, staffing, maintenance and environmental point of view.
We are innovative by design — creative responses to new or old problems leads to
innovation, but innovation for its own sake is nothing more than a novelty or a passing fad.
True innovation involves re-framing the problem at hand and providing a unique response
that addresses a design problem over the long term. Our design process strives for design
excellence through unique solutions tailored to our client’s requirements while enriching and
contributing to the built environment.
We are passionate about giving meaning and form to all of our projects and are committed
to being a ‘solution based’ design firm.
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what we do

a sense of place
As architects, we generate innovative design solutions through an integrated delivery
approach that thrives on communication, collaboration, commitment and creativity. Our
comprehensive portfolio of services offers clients a broad range of perspectives resulting in
a more collaborative and engaged approach.
A successful project is the product of the teamwork of all parties involved, client, consultant
team, governing bodies and municipal authorities, the contractor and the community.
S2 is committed to design excellence and sustainability. We believe that buildings must play
a significant and lasting role for their occupants and the public realm. The built environment
must provide meaningful structures and landmarks that create a supportive environment
– transforming spaces into extraordinary places. Ultimately, achieving the perfect balance
between aesthetic and functionality.

“... collaborative and engaged approach”
services
architecture
building science
interior design
master planning
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architecture

every building has an architect
S2 does not promote one particular aesthetic approach in our
work. Our designs respond to the needs and aspirations of our
clients and communities. We give meaning and form to buildings,
spaces, skylines and city landscapes. Problem solvers by nature,
we serve our clients by understanding their goals and challenges
and sharing in their vision. This critical first step positions us to
offer our clients the knowledge, expertise and talents of our design
team, enabling us to provide a unique and singular response to
each and every design.
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building science

better performing buildings
S2 provides consultation in building technology for a variety of
building types. Our expertise is founded on our understanding
of the complexities around the areas of life-cycle management
and building performance. Our building and facility audit work
is extensive and we are committed to working with our clients
in preventing and identifying issues related to building design,
construction and operation.
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interior design

the continuum of design
As an integrated and multi-disciplinary design studio, S2’s Interior
Design team works collaboratively and strategically to deliver
environmentally progressive and sophisticated design solutions,
creating a sense of place and framing our client’s vision.
Conversations with our clients spark our imaginations. We listen
and engage in meaningful interactions; immersing ourselves in our
client’s culture, mission, vision, values and objectives. Designed
with purpose, our innovative design solutions stimulate work,
inspire learning, foster healing and create experiences.
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master planning

uniting people, places, form and function
We are committed to harmonizing the environmental, cultural,
functional and social nuances of a development, which serves our
clients with the needed context to realize the site demands, thus,
enabling design goals to surface, creating a plan for the future.
The key to any successful master plan is engagement — with
user groups, stakeholders, community leaders and city planners.
Whether a comprehensive master plan, a decades long build-out
or a preliminary highest and best use study, this methodology, is
the essence of S2’s approach to any design project and ensures
we satisfy our clients’ objectives — accessibility, connectivity,
functionality, sustainability and economic viability.
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sectors

live. work. play.
The design of each of our projects speaks to our insightful response to both the physical
and cultural context of the surrounding environment. At S2 we believe in designing beautiful
spaces and buildings that work. Leaving a positive mark on the community and the people
who use them.
We create buildings that add vitality to communities, streetscapes and city skylines —
paying close attention to how the land is used, the form of the adjacent buildings and
spaces and accessibility. The result is a building with enduring qualities, character and
functionality.
As an integrated design studio, S2 provides an unbeaten combination of design and
planning disciplines under one roof. As there is one team, this broad range of perspectives
comes back to one point of responsibility, resulting in more creative, better integrated
details and a more favorable outcome.

“... beautiful spaces and buildings that work”
sectors
commercial
education
emergency services
healthcare
hospitality
mixed use
public works
religious
residential
retail
seniors
sports + recreation
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commercial

strong corporate identity
S2 is driven by our desire to exceed our client’s expectations for
an innovative and functional work space. Our diverse experience
spans renovations to retrofits, expansions and new construction.
Our familiarity in office design helps us navigate through some of
today’s key issues and trends including — flexible work spaces,
traffic flow and responsive environments.
S2 recognizes that an amazing workspace brings out the best in
your employees by inspiring and stimulating high performance.
Our clients’ work environment should not only reflect their own
brand, but the corporate culture and identity as well.
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education

learning spaces, not just structures
Great design should foster an environment that nurtures exploration,
enlightenment and critical thinking. Educational facilities have an
obligation not only to be safe, accessible and comfortable, but also, by
their planning and design, to enhance the educational experience.
At S2 we realize that learning environments need to be flexible in
support of changing academic needs and future growth. We also
take into consideration additional design elements of a facility such as
performance, athletic venues and non-academic uses that centre on the
creation of community and social engagement.
Whether the project scope is new construction or the modernization of
an existing building, we are committed to creating new and innovative
learning environments.
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emergency services

more than just buildings
These essential facilities are central components in the infrastructure
of every community. Our award winning work is comprised of projects
focused on public safety and emergency preparedness.
Though designed primarily as safety and service hubs, these
amenities must also respond to the aesthetic, cultural and budgetary
needs of the communities, towns and cities they serve.
Whether a fire or EMS station or a crisis management centre,
our designs focus on civic context, human scale, technological
advancements and innovative emergency response models.
S2 knows that great design focuses on the heart of the neighborhoods
they serve and should illicit civic pride within our communities.
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healthcare

fostering a healing environment
Healthcare design is based on a fundamental core philosophy to deliver
facilities and spaces that are innovative, functional, adaptable, efficient
and that foster a healing environment for patients, their families and
healthcare providers.
Understanding this sector is essential when addressing the specialized
needs that the healthcare industry faces. Successful design is responsive
and thoughtful and we create holistic environments for not only health and
well-being, but that promote quality care and world class treatment.
S2’s diverse experience consists of projects including supportive living,
long term care, dementia care, clinical and primary care, medical office
space, acute care and simulation spaces.
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hospitality

designing destinations and social hubs
Today’s hospitality industry is a wide-ranging sector that includes
more than just a comfortable place to sleep. It is an opportunity
to create an all-encompassing experience. Hotels, restaurants,
casinos — each of these buildings are not simply structures that
house destination activities, they are themselves destinations.
S2 realizes the significance of delivering a design that offers a
welcoming atmosphere that not only looks good, but that aligns
with the overall brand strategy as well. We know that the key to
any great design is the development of the right concept that will
merge the atmosphere with the experience.
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mixed use

enriching the public landscape
A successful mixed-use development comes from a design that
shows an understanding of all building types — commercial,
office, retail, hospitality and residential. Ultimately, the design must
integrate these various uses into a viable form, thus creating a
modern urban centre.
S2 has amassed a vast portfolio of work consisting of a broad
range of projects ranging from luxury high-rise condos to
innovative, modern multi-residential, mid-rise buildings.
Our goal is to create an articulate design that assimilates into the
urban fabric, manifesting into vibrant spaces where people live,
work and play.
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public works

intelligent workflow and design
Energy efficiency, intelligent work flow and design innovations
all play a part in S2’s design methodology for this specialized
sector. Our range of experience includes warehouse spaces,
manufacturing and distribution centres, operation buildings, multipurpose flex structures and municipal infrastructure facilities.
Effectively managing the logistics for these types of buildings and
facilities is crucial to their success. S2 understands the importance
of key client issues such as operation procedures, equipment
layout, work flow and processes.
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religious

manifesting faith through design
Faith based architecture creates an atmosphere and experience born out
of form, space and light — metaphor and symbolism all working together
with the adornments and furnishings defining places of worship and
community.
We are committed to designing places of worship that are considerate
to the existing and future needs of all church groups, congregations,
ministries, visitors, leadership and the communities they serve.
S2 recognizes that religious architecture must adhere to the assertion that
the building must serve both God and man as a transcendental structure.
The building should inspire a sense of stability and strength and serve as
a community fixture that supports a faith that is enduring and constant.
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residential

love where you live
S2 knows that when it comes to choosing where you live the
choices are endless. From high-rise residential towers, to multi-family
developments, we understand that designing residential properties is
about more than bricks and mortar. We see residential architecture as
an expression of public art — an expression of culture and community
that engages city streets and invigorates the urban landscape.
Our vast experience enables us to be in tune to our client’s needs and
expectations. We monitor market cycles, current housing trends and the
ever changing needs of the discerning market place. The best designs
are those that respond to these key factors and that ultimately, provide
the facilities that offer the best total lifestyle experience.
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retail

merging creativity with design value
“Build it and they will come” is a retail philosophy that no longer works.
Fierce competition and the discerning customer are forcing developers
and investors to find new and innovative ideas that will set their building
and retail space apart.
Lifestyle choices and wants drive this unique sector. Today’s retail
demands a finished product that enhances the customer’s experience,
while being unique to the client’s needs. As architects, we can bring a
different prospective to retail design that will help our clients discover
new opportunities to create memorable, meaningful and profitable
spaces. Distinctive and engaging spaces that are shaped by brand
identity, demographics, buying patterns and community.
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seniors

independence, security and well being
S2 is uniquely qualified to provide a full range of services necessitated
by the evolving continuing care industry. S2 has completed over 30
senior housing projects, touching on all facets of the senior care
continuum including supportive living and facility living. We understand
that most elderly persons feel quite strongly about maintaining their
independence and control over their own environment. Our facilities are
not simply places to live, but places to thrive.
More than ever, it is essential that design and planning for seniors
are geared towards future needs and not simply providing sufficient
solutions for current ones. S2 recognizes that as the elderly population
grows, subsequently so does the need for adequate senior housing
and health services.
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sports and recreation

we really do think it’s all fun and games
At S2 we understand that recreation facilities, in addition to being an
amenity for sport and physical exercise, must provide opportunities for
social interaction and cultural and community celebrations. They must
accommodate the everyday and the special events in order to create
healthy, engaged and dynamic communities. Even at the highest levels
of athletic performance, recreational facilities must be inclusive, creating
a meaningful experience for both the participant and spectator.
We recognize that the primary purpose of sports and recreational
facilities is more than the physical accommodation of human movement
and sporting activity. At its broadest definition, recreation can be
considered any activity that people engage in during their leisure time.
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sustainable design

environmentally responsive strategies
From the emergence of the LEED® rating system in the late 1990s, green design has
matured into a broad-based search for harmony with nature and the built environment.
Once thought of as unconventional and nonstandard, sustainable design or “green
building” has quickly become the norm in our industry and we take pride in our lead role.
As part of our sustainable design process, we examine the impact of a building on its
surrounding physical environment, as well as on energy sources, natural resources, and
on occupants. We orient buildings in ways that take advantage of natural sun and climate
conditions and take great care when detailing the building envelope. This optimizes
heat gain and loss, while avoiding poor performance in the building systems and the
consequent increase in operating costs. We also take great care in selecting “sustainably
appropriate” materials to minimize the negative environmental impacts of building spaces
by augmenting design efficiencies through the use of energy efficient materials.
S2 is a strong advocate for sustainable design and we are fully committed to responsive
and responsible architecture. Each of our projects have distinct and unique opportunities to
implement green design and LEED® best practices.
S2 believes that lessening the demand on systems and resources is the right thing to do
to sustain both the environment and society as a whole. It is with this philosophy that we
approach every project with a shared vision of creating designs that have a long-lasting and
positive impact. A sustainable approach seeks to create restorative designs that give more
to the natural environment than they take away.

We think green!

Calgary Studio:
Suite 900, 110, 12th Avenue SW
Calgary, AB T2R 0G7
T. 403.670.7000 F. 403.670.7051
Edmonton Studio:
2nd Floor, 10835, 124th Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5M 0H4
T. 780.784.7100 F. 403.670.7051
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